
Falcon Trailblazers 
October 21, 2019 

 
John Matzke called the meeting to order at 7:35 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes from the March 2019 meeting were read by Chris Hettrick and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Chris Shannon reported a starting balance $621.41. A significant amount (over $400) 
deposited last year was from multiple years of map sales that had not been collected. 
John Matzke will make sure to check map sale sites with greater frequency to avoid this 
going forward.  
 
Chris Hettrick turned in receipts for Annual Report renewal ($10), one new membership 
to AWSC ($11.50), and website renewal ($110.40). Chris Shannon wrote one check for 
$110 to cover these expenses less one year’s membership. 
 
Webpage Report 
 
Chris Hettrick reviewed the content of the Trail Update page on the website: 

• Trails 1-6 required minor changes to accommodate new development/tavern 
name changes 

• Trail 7 will be rewritten to remove references to sections north of business 
condominiums on 236th Avenue. 

• Trail 8 will be removed 

• Trail 9 will be renamed 8 with minor clarifications 
 

Additional pages will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
Alliance Report 
 
John Matzke reported on the following: 

• The Alliance is still requesting us to GPS our club trails- John is unsure on how to 
do this- Chris Hettrick will attend the next Alliance meeting with John to find our 
which GPS app the Alliance would like us to use 

• The Alliance discussed the fact that AWSC memberships for 2019 now expire on 
June 30 2020- this prevents people from buying two year’s of trail passes with 
one year’s membership 

• In September the Alliance had special meeting re: groomers- Twin Runners has 
purchased their own groomer and the Alliance to pay them to do other club state 
trails-details are still being resolved by both parties 

• Twin Runners no longer wants to take care of the old Kenosha County Groomer- 
it may need to find it a home at another club 



• A delegate is needed for the Alliance from Falcon Trailblazers- per rules this 
cannot be an officer- John Matzke proposed Cliff Babcock be made the delegate 
 

Trail Report 
 
John Matzke stated the work ATC did on Hwy 50 to install the power lines has cleared a 
significant amount of brush and debris. This should improve the condition of the trail that 
runs along the road.  John will ask if ATC needs to be added to the current insurance 
policy.  
 
Chris Shannon will start marking the trail along Hwy AH to 265th Avenue the Saturday 
after Thanksgiving.   
 
Old Business 
 
Previously, when membership expired in December, the entire club was renewed at 
once in early December to minimize the renewal fee accessed by AWSC. Chris Hettrick 
was concerned that in 2020 when members renew in October and November, their 
membership would not become effective until early December. The club decided to 
allow renewals to occur as soon as the membership is paid, twice a month- on the 1st 
and 15th – to avoid this. This will commence in 2020-2021 season.  
 
Chris Shannon will activate the club credit card and give it Chris Hettrick to allow her to 
renew memberships online.  
 
New Business 
 
Chris Shannon will be updating addresses for the insurance carrier. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM 
 
 



Falcon Trailblazers 
November 18, 2019 

 
John Matzke called the meeting to order at 7:51 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes from the October 2019 meeting were read by Chris Hettrick and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Chris Hettrick turned in two deposit slips totaling $90 worth of deposited items. Current 
balance is $601.17.  
 
Diane Maki from the Village of Salem Lakes contacted the club to say that the village 
currently has $10 from map sales and would like more copies of the most current map. 
John Matzke stated he has been trying to contact Diane and will get her more maps so 
the village can continue to sell them. 
 
Webpage Report 
 
Chris Hettrick has not been able to make the changes to the Trail Update pages 
discussed at the last meeting. After the changes are additional pages will be reviewed.  
 
Alliance Report 
 
John Matzke reported on the following: 

 The Alliance Christmas party will be 7 PM December 11 at Jeddy’s 

 Groomer issues still ongoing- a meeting will be scheduled prior to the Christmas 
party to resolve the issues the Twin Lakes Runners have 

 The AWSC workshop in Appleton was attended by several Alliance members 
 

Trail Report 
 
John Matzke started marking Hwy 50 on the weekend of November 16/17. The 
informational kiosk has been put up at the intersection of Hwy 75 and K. The soil along 
the road is so wet weed cutting is virtually impossible. John and crew will try again the 
weekend of November 23/24. The hope is that a hard freeze will help stabilize the 
ground and make it easier to work. Marking will continue for the next few weekends- we 
will do what we can, with what the weather allows us to get to. All clubs in the area are 
experiencing the same problems.  
 
Old Business 
 
Larry Misicka stated he may know someone who would be interested in purchasing the 
old Alliance groomer.  



 
New Business 
 
No report 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:36 PM 
 
 



Falcon Trailblazers 
December 16, 2019 

 
John Matzke called the meeting to order at 7:45 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes from the November 2019 meeting were read by Chris Hettrick and 
accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
John Matzke was concerned the club was accruing fees on the bank account- he was 
looking at some bank correspondence and it was confusing. We need to verify with First 
American Bank that we have the appropriate business checking account where fees are 
minimal, and if we can’t find an account that suits our needs, we may need to find 
another bank. 
 
The Salem Lakes village collected $14 in map sales, which John Matzke picked up 
when he dropped off current maps. Membership renewal in the AWSC for the club has 
totaled $158 this year, and additional members may push that amount higher. Chris 
Hettrick will continue to maintain receipts, but we really need to activate the club debit 
card so payment can come directly from the club account.  
 
Webpage Report 
 
No report.     
 
Alliance Report 
 
John Matzke reported on the following: 

• The new groomer purchased by the Twin Runners does not have a GPS on it- 
additionally there are some mechanical issues as well. Twin Runners would like 
the Alliance to pay for repairs if they are to groom all county state trails 

• There will be a special meeting December 19 at B and Ds in New Munster with 
members of the Alliance board and Twin Runners to draw up a contract for them 
to groom our trails 

• Once the contract is complete, a follow up meeting with full Alliance membership 
will be held (probably in January) to vote on the contract 

• Christmas party was good time- Samantha Kerkman attended to represent the 
Wisconsin Assembly 
 

Trail Report 
 
John Matzke is almost done marking the trail along Hwy 50. There is a dangerous spot 
at Hwys F and 50- lots of railroad ties, which would be hazardous to ride on. Hopefully, 



ATC will be clearing this. The area just north of Mobil Brass Ball needs to cleared of 
brush, and the trail behind the business condos in Paddock Lake still needs to be 
marked -all weather dependent. 
 
The trails must be ridden in order to GPS them- we will either need to wait for snow and 
do them on a snowmobile, or someone with an off road vehicle could do them.   
 
John will try to see about getting Hwy 50 made into a state trail- in order to do this the 
trail must meet qualifications, and we must petition the state to allow it. 
  
 
Old Business 
 
The Alliance groomer will now be stored at Hwys K and 45. 
 
New Business 
 
Pending snow, we can have a club riding event- Racine County has some fun trails. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:31 PM 
 



Falcon Trailblazers 
January 20, 2020 

 
John Matzke called the meeting to order at 7:42 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes from the December 2019 meeting were read by Chris Hettrick and 
accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Chris Shannon reported a starting balance of $923.17. He verified that the club account 
is not getting charged additional bank fees at First American Bank. Chris Hettrick 
submitted receipts for membership renewals, stamps, and website domain renewal 
totaling $199.49, leaving an ending balance of $723.68. 
 
John Matzke and Chris Hettrick will go to the First American Bank in Paddock Lake and 
request another debit card for the club account be issued- the previous card was never 
activated and is probably beyond the time allowed to activate it. The card will be used to 
renew memberships and pay for fees associated with the website. 
 
Webpage Report 
 
Chris Hettrick reported the domain website name has been renewed for 2020-2021 
(falcontrailblazers.org). 
 
Alliance Report 
 
John Matzke reported on the following: 

• Alliance board and Twin Runners members met January 8 to discussing ongoing 
groomer issues- Larry Misicka, Cliff and Francis Babcock represented Falcon 
Trailblazers- voting on a contract for Twin Lakes to be paid by the Alliance to 
perform grooming was pushed out another month 

• Arlyn Baumgarten attended the AWSC Winter Director’s meeting in early January 
 

Trail Report 
 
John Matzke got a message from a disgruntled rider that there is inefficient signage on 
our trails- it was unclear exactly which areas the individual thought were not well 
marked, and he hung up on John before this could be clarified. 
 
John Matzke and crew were cutting weeds behind Kelly’s Pub and sunk in the mud- not 
really sure when we’ll ever be able to mark that area until it is really frozen. 
 



It would be good if more signs could be put up along Hwy C, as well as through 
Paddock Lake and up to the Hide Away Bar. We will try to get out and do some of this 
as weather permits. 
 
Adjustments had to made by the Mobile Brass Ball station- the previous path that ran to 
the north of the station is currently underwater and had to be modified. 
 
Old Business 
 
No Report 
 
New Business 
 
John Matzke has been working on the club trailers and they are in good shape. We 
need more arrow signs, as well as a keg of screws. 
 
If we get snow, we’ll try to get a club ride together. Keep thinking snow!   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:33 PM 
 



Falcon Trailblazers 
February 17, 2020 

 
John Matzke called the meeting to order at 7:36 PM. 
 
Secretary’s Report 
 
The minutes from the January 2020 meeting were read by Chris Hettrick and accepted. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
There was no change in balance since the previous month. A debt card for the club 
account has been issued to Chris Hettrick, which she will use to renew memberships 
with the AWSC and pay for expenses related to the website. Since the trails were open 
for three days last week, there may be money generated from map sales. John Matzke 
will go around to locations that offer maps, replenishing their map supply and collecting 
any cash from map sales. The club may need to consider making additional metal 
boxes that hold maps and allow cash to be deposited. 
 
Webpage Report 
 
There has been an issue with the theme (background colors) of the club webpage. The 
previous theme (black with snow) was generating errors that cause to webpage to go 
down. Chris Hettrick has changed the background to blue and the page seems to be 
working now. We may need the help of someone more experienced in computer 
programming if this issue continues. 
 
Alliance Report 
 
John Matzke reported on the following: 

 The issue between the Alliance and the Twin Runners club regarding funding has 
been resolved- Twin Runners will receive 1/6 of the funds allotted to the county 
from the Wisconsin DNR. Next season this will be re-evaluated and will need to 
be voted on again if it is to continue.  

 John Matzke was voted Alliance club president-congratulations John! 

 The upcoming AWSC spring convention will be held in Madison March 20-22, 
2020 
 

Trail Report 
 
Although the trails were open several days last week, the club did not receive any 
complaints regarding the club trails, with the exception of an issue behind the new 
O’Reillys auto parts store in Paddock Lake- someone was riding to close to the back of 
the building and kicking up gravel. John Matzke addressed this weekend with additional 
signage. 
 



The area along Hwy 50 and F were the railroad timbers were left exposed has not been 
as much of a problem than was anticipated. People appear to be able to navigate 
around this area safely- or the brief season limited the amount of people riding the trail 
in that area. 
 
Caroline Misicka asked why the median the runs on the Hwy 50 bridge over the train 
tracks could not be used for sleds in place of running on the shoulder. The median has 
a significant amount of snow cover, while the shoulder has none. John Matzke will find 
out if this something that could be allowed. 
 
Old Business 
 
No Report 
 
New Business 
 
No Report 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:17 PM 
 



Falcon Trailblazers 
March 16, 2020 

 
John Matzke and Chris Hettrick were the only members present- therefore the typical 
meeting format was not followed. The following items were mentioned: 
 

• John Matzke would like to pursue getting the Hwy 50 section of the club trail 
designated as a state trail. He will be in contact with member of the Kenosha 
Alliance this summer to try to get the process started. 

• While taking down trail signs this spring, we are going to try to GPS sections of 
the trails. 

• Some of the signage used this year was in very bad shape. The plan is to throw 
out any signs that are especially faded or damaged since we do have 
replacements. 

• Memberships will be expiring June 30, 2020. Starting in October, the club will be 
sending out mailings to current members reminding them to renew. Renewals will 
be processed on the 1st and 15th of the month as needed. 
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